a storage [means for storing] unit adapted to 
store an\image signal of the one or more subjects only when 
the predetermined angle is detected by said first detection 
[means] unit \ 



2, (Wended) An image input device according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

^detection [means for determining] 
unit adapted to^d^teAtiine whether the image piclcup direction 
is fixed, 

wherein siaid storage [means] unit is 
structured to store said image signal when the image pickup 
direction is determined, byXsaid second detection [means] 
unit, to be fixed. 



3. (An^n^ie^^ An image input device according to 
1^3^ claim 1, furtlaer^^^coin 

a drivdng [means for changing] unit adapted to 
change the image pickup direction of said image pickup 
[means] unit, 
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wherein said storage [means] unit stores the 
image sigfo4]>>when a signal for driving said driving [means] 
unit is atJpTied. 



(Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 1^ \0^rexn said storage [means] unit stores the image 
signal corresponding to the image picJcup direction of said 
predetermined aVgle when the image picJcup [means] unit is 
switched from a direction for piclcing up an image of a 
document to a direction for piclcing up an image of a person. 



5\ (Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 4, further comprising: 

control [means for controlling] unit adapted 
to control said storage [means] unit to output the stored 
image signal when \s^id^"ifljage piclcup [means] unit is shifted 
from the document'-S^b^ge picl^up direction to the person image 
piclcup direction. 



6. (Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 1, wherein said storage^ [means] unit has at least more 
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than fcwo areas for storing an image signal, and said image 
input deyice further comprises: 

a control [means for] unit that controls 
switching JjeWeen said at least more than two storage areas 
for storing th^ image signal according to the angle detected 
by said first defection [means] unit. 



s7. (Amended) An image input device for piclcing 
up images ofya plurality of subjects by switching an image 
pickup directibn, said image input device comprising: 

Amount table for laying a subject thereon; 
an Image pickup [means for picking] unit 
adapted to pick upl a\ image of said subject and for 
outputting an imagey sl^^j^al corresponding to the picked-up 
image ; 

an image pi6kup direction switching [means for 
switching] unit adapted to switch the image pickup direction 
of said image pickup [means] unit between a direction for 
picking up an image of said subject laid on said mount table 
and another direction; 
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a detection [means for detecting] unit adapted 
to detect \he image pickup direction of said image pickup 
[means ] unit^ and 

a^torage [means for storing] unit adapted to 
store the ima^e\signal output from said image pickup [means] 
unit only when\t]ite image pickup direction of said image 
pickup [means] uniA detected by said detecting [means] unit 
is the direction forXpicking up said subject on said mount 



table. 



8, (Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 7^ fuisther comprising a control [means which] unit that 
allows the ima^e signal stored in said storage [means] unit 
to be output whe\ the image pickup direction of said image 
pickup [means] uni^T Ts^et at a direction for picking up an 
image of a subjec\ orjjer than said subject laid on said mount 
table . 

9. (Amenc^d) a\ image input device according to 
claim 7, wherein said storage \means] unit has more than two 
storage areas for storing an imag^ signal, and said image 
input device further comprises: 
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a switch for storing^ in said storage [means] 
unit , thX inciage signal output from said image pickup [means] 
unit; andrY'>> 

\ \ an assigning [means for assigning] unit 
adapted to asgign a number of the image signal stored by 
operation of said switch. 

\L0, (Not Amended) An image input method for 
picking up ikages of a plurality of subjects by switching an 
image pickup dXrection and outputting image signals 
corresponding to\picked-up images of the subjects^ said image 
input method comprVsing the steps of: 

detec\jjig an angle of the image pickup 
direction and determiniiig whether the detected angle is equal 
to a predetermin:e4.....4ngle\ and 

storing^ theNlittajge signals only when the 
detected angle is equal\o the predetermined angle. 

11. (Not Amended) An\mage input method according 
to claim 10^ wherein said image signals are stored when the 
image pickup direction is switched from a direction to pick 



- 7 - 



up an\image of a document to a direction to pick up an image 
of a person. 



12?''; fljot Amended) An image input method according 

to claim 11 V ftarther comprising a controlling step of 
controlling \he ^ored image signals to be output when the 
detected angleNpjTrhe image pickup direction is shifted from 
an angle correspondin\ to said document image pickup 
direction to an angle corresponding to said person image 
pickup direction. 



13\.^ (TGngnc^d) An image input device according to 
claim 1, further comprising an output [means for outputting] 
unit adapted toy odtput the image signal stored by said 
storage [means ]/Vnit when an angle which is not equal to said 
predetermined/angl^ is detected by said first detection 
[means] unii 



SOB^]) (Amended) An image input device for picking 

up images of one subject or more by switching of an image 
pickup direction^ said, image input device comprising: 
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image pickup [means for picking] unit 
adapted to pick ik) an image of a subject and for outputting 
an image signal coWesponding to the picked-up image; 

an imaage pickup direction [switching means for 
switching] switch adaiJted to switch the image pickup 
direction of said image Npickup [means] unit; 

a first detection [means for detecting] unit 
adapted to detect an angle \>f the image pickup direction; 

a storage [me^ns for storing] unit adapted to 
store an image signal of one ^bject or more when a 
predetermined angle is detectedXby said first detection 
[means] unit; and 

a control [means foV controlling] unit adapted 
to control , at an arbitrary timing Aoutput of the image 
signal stored by said storage [means ]\ unit . 




^>£iV (Amended) An image input^ device according to 

claim/l4, fur\her comprising: 

second detection [means for determining] 
unit adapted to determine whether the image pickup direction 
is fixed, wherein said storage [means] unit is structured to 
store said image signaJ\when the image pickup direction is 
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determined^ by said second detection [means] unit , to be 
fixed. 



16Jy (Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 14, further comprising: 

\a driving [means for changing] unit adapted to 
change the image piclcup direction of said image piclcup 
[means] unit , wherein said storage [means] unit stores the 
image signal when\a driving [means] unit signal is applied. 



17. (AmerVded) An image input device according to 
claim 14, wherein saici storage [means] unit stores the image 



signal corresponding to the image pickup direction of said 
predetermined angle wheA the image piclcup direction of said 
image piclcup [means] unit\ is switched from a direction for 
picking up an image of a document to a direction for picking 
up an image of a person. 

18. (Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 17, wherein Ssaid control [means] unit controls said 
storage [means] uniA to output the stored image signal when 
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• 



said Image pickup [means] unit is shifted from the document 



image 



pickup direction to the person image pickup direction. 



.9. (Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 14, wl^erein said storage [means] unit has at least more 
than two areasXfor storing an image signal, and said image 
input device further comprises: 

a memory control [means for switching] unit 
adapted to switch between said at least more than two storage 
areas for storing the xmage signal according to the angle 
detected by said first detection [means] unit. 



^j^^^3^ 20. (\mended) An image input device according to 

claim 14, wherein id control [means] unit outputs an image 
signal stored by saias.[ storing means] storage unit 
repeatedly. 



21. (Amended) AnNimage input device according to 
claim 14, wherein said control \means ] unit outputs an image 
signal stored by said [storing mea^s] storage unit 
selectively. 
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22. (Amended) An image input device according to 
claim 14^ wnerein said control [means] unit controls so as to 
output the image signal when said predetermined angle is not 
detected by saVd detecting [means] unit. 

23. (Amended) An image input device for picking 
up images of a pliirality of subjects by switching an image 
pickup direction, s^id image input device comprising: 

a moiint table for laying a subject thereon; 

an image pickup [means for picking] unit 
adapted to pick up an Umage of said subject and for 
outputting an image sidnal corresponding to the picked-up 

image ; \ 

an image Aickup direction [switching means for 
switching] switch adapted\to switch the image pickup 
direction of said image pickup [means] unit between a 
direction for picking up an\ image of said subject laid on 
said mount table and another direction; 

a detection [means for detecting] unit adapted 
to detect the image pickup direction of said image pickup 
[means] unit; and \ 



a storage [means for storing] unit adapted to 
store the imageXsignal output from said image pickup [means] 
unit when the ima»ge pickup direction of said image pickup 
[means] unit detected by said detecting [means] unit is the 
direction for picking up said subject on said mount tablel- 
and 

a control [means for controlling] unit adapted 
to control , at an arbitrary timing, output of the image 
signal stored by said [stWing means] storage unit . 



24. (Amended) An image inp^t device according to 
claim 23, [further comprising] wherean the control [means] 
unit is structured to allp^ the ijrfage signal stored in said 
storage [means] unit t)t) be Jbutp/it when the image pickup 
direction of said image ^ s^tched from a direction. 

25. (Amended) /An image input device according to 
claim 23, wherein said ^torage [means] unit has more than two 
storage areas for stoi'ing an image signal, and said image 
input device further comprises: 
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a switch for storing, in sai/G storage [means] 
unit , the image signal output from said jmiage pickup [means] 
unit; and 

an assigning [means tojc assigning] unit 
adapted to assign a number to the i^fage signal stored by said 
switch. 

26. (Amende]i)/An iin4ge input device according to 
claim 23, wherein said \control [means] unit outputs an image 
signal stored by said [s^ri^g means] storage unit 
repeatedly. 




27. (Amended)/ An image input device according to 
claim 23, wherein said control [means] unit outputs an image 
signal stored by said i[ storing means] storage unit 
selectively. 



28. (Not Amended) An image input method for 
piclcing up images of a plurality of subjects by switching an 
image piclcup direction and outputting image signals 
corresponding to picked-up images of the subjects, the image 
input method comprising the steps of: 
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detecting an angle of the image pickup 

direction; and 

determining whether the detected angle is 
equal to a predetermined angle; and 

controlling, at an arbitrary timing, output of 
the stored images . 

29. (Not Amend^fi^ An/image input method according 
to claim 28, wherein tlle^J:^qy signals are stored when the 
image pickup directionWs^^x^wttched from a direction to pick 
up an image of a document yo a direction to pick up an image 
of a person. 

30. (Not Amended) An image input method according 
to claim 28, wherein the stored image signals are controlled 
to be output when the detected angle of the image pickup 
direction is shifted from an angle corresponding to the 
document image pickup direction to the person image pickup 
direction. 
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31. (Not Amended) An image input method according 
to claim 28, wherein said controlling step outputs an image 
signal stored in said storing step repeatedly, 

32. (Not Amended) An image input method according 
to claim 28, wherein said controlling step outputs an image 
signal stored in said storing step selectively. 



REMARKS 

The Abstract was objected to because of "means" 
language. Applicant submits herewith an amended Abstract, 
thereby obviating the objection. 

Claims 1-32 are now presented for examination. 
Claims 1-9 and 13-27 have been amended to remove means-plus- 
function language. Claims 1, 7, 10, 14, 23 and 28 are the 
independent claims. 

Claim 24 was rejected under Section 112, second 
paragraph, as indefinite. Claim 24 has been amended to 
provide clear antecedent basis for all recited terms. 
Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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